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NEWSLETTER – NOVEMBER 2009

[image: image1]Create peace in your own life  
[image: image2]  Let go of pain, fear and insecurity  
[image: image3]  Do not plan the future by the past  
[image: image4]  Weigh the advantages of forgiveness against resentment, only then choose   
[image: image5]   Be certain your motivation in all that you do is love, not fear.
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An extremely busy, challenging and fulfilling year is drawing to a close.  Despite the economic downturn our loyal supporters dug deep and made it possible for ASF to reach its targeted income.  This enabled us to increase awards offering a further almost miraculous life line of support to our bursars.  On their behalf, we thank each and every one of you who continue to give so generously.  “You can achieve the most satisfaction when you feel related to some greater purpose in life, something greater than yourself”.
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SPECIAL AWARDS
The Mears Merit Award  – presented to the learner with the best overall result in grade 10, based in the Western Cape.  This year was presented to Tremaine Robertson – Wolseley Senior Secondary School (situated on the outskirts of Cape Town).  He received a dictionary, sponsored by U3A Cape Town, certificate and monetary prize.  Miss Miller, a longstanding loyal supporter, had donated a bicycle to the Fund and this was also presented to Tremaine at a special school assembly.  Young Tremaine could not wait to get home that afternoon so that he could share the news with his mother and grandmother.

**********************************************

The Mary Livingstone Essay – This year 180 essays were submitted from 69 schools.  First and second prizes were awarded with 4 merit winners.  Dictionaries, thanks again to U3A Cape Town, were presented to all the winners.  Thank you most sincerely Ruth Allsop and Adriana Holleman, the adjudicators, for your time and effort.

**********************************************

The Yvonne Parfitt Trust Bursary -  eight potential candidates were interviewed, of which three were nominated to the Trust.  It was, however, most disappointing that none of them completed and returned their application forms before the closing date – especially in light of the fact that in 2008 three of our nominated candidates were granted tertiary bursaries.
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 JUNE EXAM RESULTS
When someone takes an interest in your wellbeing, you are motivated to put your best foot forward.
Of the 2600 bursars registered on our database, 2310 sent us their June results and 1554 qualified for their second payment.  426 Learners did not qualify, because their marks were low - Maths / mathematical literacy remain an area of grave concern.  330 learners sent their reports late and 272 learners omitted to send their reports at all.
The following was taken from www.teacher.org.za (online platform for stakeholders in the education sector).  “Grade 12s in public schools around the country had a tough time with the first of the maths papers this week, but the Concerned Maths Educators Group says matric maths standards had to be raised.  The group of educators labelled last years' maths exam far too easy.  The group says judging from the challenging start, those who do well will be cut out for the challenges of the subject at university level”.
Bearing in mind that there is a shortage of qualified maths educators, one cannot help but wonder what action is going to be taken to ensure that should the maths standards be raised, that learners will have access to properly trained educators from the word go - i.e. from primary school level into secondary school level.  We wish all our bursars and their fellow learners the very best with their final exams.
At FET level we are pleased to report a mid-year pass rate of 79%.  Bursaries had been awarded to 162 students, costing over R600 000.
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 ASF PARTNERS WITH FNB, DE BEERS AND THE DG MURRAY TRUST IN TAKING THEIR SUPPORT ONE STEP FURTHER BY OFFERING WORKSHOPS
The core function of the ASF is to make awards available to enable learners from desperately poor homes to complete their secondary or FET college education.  Written communication throughout the year serves to motivate and guide our bursars through the many challenges they face.
Through very generous donations received from our corporate donors we are now able to extend our services even further and offer workshops to grade 9 school learners and students at FET colleges.
THANK YOU
FNB provided the much needed funding for 20 FET students in the Eastern Cape, which included 2 student support workshops.

De Beers provided funding for 173 high school learners and facilitated grade 9 workshops at St. Boniface High School in the Northern Cape.
DG Murray Trust provided funding for 205 high school learners and 30 FET students in the Eastern Cape.  In addition to the 2 FET student support workshops (Eastern Cape), the Trust also enabled ASF to present grade 9 workshops at Ngwenyathi High School (Eastern Cape), Vuyiseka and Manyano High School (Western Cape).
It is with gratitude that we acknowledge your continued support and belief in the value these workshops bring.  Thank you for enabling us to offer a more holistic service to our bursars.
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 A special note of thanks also, to Edgar Droste who made a very generous donation that went towards the sponsorship of 11 students at Vuselela FET College – Taung (a new campus) in the North West Province.  Thank you also to The Table, an organisation based in Johannesburg, who sponsored 10 students at Kathu FET College, Northern Cape.

**********************************************

Congratulations and thank you to Mrs. Gertie Berman who turned 100 earlier this year – what a memorable milestone.  Mrs Berman requested that, in lieu of gifts, donations be made to the ASF.  This new trend with our supporters, of celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, batmitzvahs and barmitzvahs is most welcome and we thank you all for your continued commitment and generosity.
Donations to the ASF fund are tax deductable.

South Africa:

Bank:  STANDARD BANK
Account Name:  AFRICAN SCHOLARS’ FUND
Account Number:  071404104

Branch Number:  025009
Swift code address:  SBZA ZAJJ
United Kingdom

Natwest (Sort Code 55-70-13)

Account Name:  AFRICAN SCHOLARS’ FUND

Account Number:  16388364
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 A huge thank you and big hugs to our loyal band of volunteers – Ruth Allsop, Hilda Barry, Margaret Bull, Erika Targett, Wendy Kirby and our new recruit Fran Barbe.  Erika, Ruth, Hilda and Margaret all suffered ill health, one way or another, during the course of the year, but have bounced back and are once again cheerfully helping with letters, reports, application forms, preparation of files, stamping of envelopes and anything else that needed to be done.  Thank you very much ladies.
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 NEW APPLICATIONS - 2010
Once again, thousands of hopeful school learners sent their June reports and application forms of which 2072 have been provisionally accepted.  Once we have received their year-end reports we will be able to write to them and confirm whether or not they have been successful.  It is never easy to have to say NO to those applicants that don’t meet our criteria – poverty, unemployment and being in the midst of dysfunctional families are a daily struggle for these youngsters.  Having to deny them this opportunity, feels like one is closing the door on their hopes and dreams.
“...My name is Phumlani Manqunyana.  I am 15 years and I am a boy.  I live with my sister, brother and I am staying at ........  My sister name is Khuthala and my brother is Ayanda.  My sister is not working.  I have no parents.  I don’t know my father.  My mother died on the 19th of April 2008.


I want to continue with my studies.  But we do not get the foster grants but I want something to eat.  My sister work for us by doing jobs ironing, washing.  She is my sister, but sometimes my sister does not get jobs.  My sister is my guardian” (gr 8).”
“...I am Sinovuyo Ntuthuka, female...At home I live with my grandparents and I depend on them.  My grandparents are taking care for me.  I have been with my grandparents since birth, even they take me to school.


The supporter at home is my grandfather.  My grandmother is job three days a week.  Even when I go to school they try to give me money to eat.  And when there’s something needed at school they try to give me.  When I go to school my grandmother prepare food for me.  When I finish school, I want to become a lawyer....”. (Gr 8)
[image: image18.jpg]



[image: image12.jpg]



[image: image19.jpg]


If you want to make the world a better place, take a look at yourself and make that change
M Jackson: 1958 - 2009
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 OUR BURSARS SAY “THANK YOU”

“.....because I come from a very financially disadvantaged family, I intend to spend the money very wisely on essential necessities.  Firstly, I want to buy me a pair of new school shoes as my old pair is worn out.  I will also buy flip files and pens as I am short of that.  I also want to buy my mother a small gift just to show her how much I love and appreciate her for what she has done for me.....
.....once again thank you for assisting me financially.  May you never waver in your devotion for helping the children of our country.  May God bless all the organisations that you are integrated with and may the businesses that are helping you be fortunate...”  Bernard Christain (gr 12).
“Greetings to you!  Thank you very much.  My mother told me everything and I ensure you that you will not regret yourselves.  I don’t what to say or do.  I am very excited, focussed and happy at the same time.  May God bless you!!!  You deserve the best in life coz you are the greatest of all.  Thank you very much, I love you.”  Sinesipho Nkobo (gr 9)

“..I write this letter to say thank you for the money.  With that money I buy all my school needs such as school fees payment, books, uniform and school bag.  So I want to say thanks for everything you have done for me.  I promise you that I will work hard to do my school work to find a better result or to pass at the end of the year.”  Awonke Mzinyathi (gr 10)
“...After I read the letter you sent, I was very thankful of your loyalty and concern.  May the good God bless you all.  You’ve proven once more that your intentions are nothing but to see the future of our beloved country brighter than the morning star.  Not that its only now that I got my award that I realise that, but I thought you should know or get a compliment of your Godly work.  I personally recognise you as heavenly sent, one in a million, once in a lifetime, a bridge to a better life and brighter future and a ladder to the sky which is the limit.  Thank you very much, I appreciate what you’ve done, believe me it is worth to be done.  Your smile is worth everything, but what can I say.  I am here to offer my sincere words of thanks.  African Scholars’ Fund, I thank you.”  Sinoxolo Fiti (gr 10)
Once again, we thank our loyal donors for their continued support - your generosity makes this work possible.
THE TRUSTEES, STAFF, SCHOLARS AND STUDENTS WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A PEACEFUL NEW YEAR.
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�


Fellow learners from Wolseley High School congratulating Tremaine on his achievements.





�


Tremaine Robertson – winner Mears Award 2009


with the bike sponsored by Miss Miller.





WEEKEND POST : 2009 MATRIC OF THE YEAR AWARD





Nomthandazo Ralawe hails from New Brighton in Port Elizabeth.  She joined the ASF family in 2006 when she entered grade 9 at Ithembelihle Comprehensive School.  Nomthandazo and her older brother are cared for by their single mother.





�





Nomthandazo’s Life Orientation teacher was responsible for her nomination for the Weekend Post 2009 Matric of the Year.  For her outstanding academic achievements she won a scholarship to do a B Comm Accounting Degree at the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University in 2010.  Ithembelihle Comprehensive also benefited by winning a laptop.





Congratulations Nomthandazo – we are extremely proud of you and wish you every success.  ASF also commends Mr Felix (far right) for taking the initiative of entering this deserving young learner in the competition.





The creation of a thousand forests starts with one acorn.





School results - correction


With reference to the 2008 Annual Report:





We erroneously reported a total of 2463 bursars – 1819 learners based in the Eastern Cape, 482 in the Northern Cape and 162 in the Western Cape.  1819 Learners did indeed come from the EC, but 162 hailed from the NC and 482 came from the WC.





MAKING A DIFFERENCE.


It all starts with me – NOW is the time





NEW PREMISES NEEDED


Sadly, Porter House has been sold and leases are not being renewed.  We have until the end of January 2010 to find new office space.  If you are able to offer any kind of input / guidance / assistance this would be appreciated.  Thank you – ASF Staff.
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Grade 9 learners putting every effort in to concentrate on and complete


their worksheets during an ASF career guidance workshop.
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ASF Student Support Workshops – FET public colleges in the Eastern and Northern Cape





�		�


Feeding Schemes at those Government schools fortunate enough to have been selected as beneficiaries








