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Miracles happen
As a result of the meeting held in May, the work which we already do has been re-affirmed and a direction for the future agreed upon.   A new Director has been found and new people have offered to serve as trustees.  Best of all, an anonymous donor has already transferred the first tranche of payments over a five year period for the new salary so that it is not paid from donation or capital funds.  
We welcome new trustees - Biddy Greene, Wendy Moult and Mark Solomon – and say, many happy returns to John Gardener.

Welcome to Eliza James

who has been appointed as Director and will begin work in January 2008.  

Deo gratias

is expressed by all of us - the children, the schools, the office staff and trustees.  
With the help of our regular sponsors, we shall be able to provide what our scholars, even the new ones, will need in 2008.   We do not like to single out donors, because the widow’s mite can never be compared to the corporate thousands, but we thank the D G Murray Trust which will more than double their support in 2008.
Besides the steady stream of thank-you letters from the children themselves, dozens of heart-warming letters from governing bodies and educators have come this year. 

“. . this golden opportunity to thank you. The teachers, Governing Council and parents thank you wholeheartedly for things however small you have done for us . . . One hand washes another.”
“Baie dankie vir die positiewe ingesteldheid waarmee u nog altyd na ons leerders se besondere behoeftes omgesien het.” (Thank you for the positive support which you always give to our learners and that you make sure they have the various things that they require.)
”We wish you God’s richest blessings with your admirable quest in alleviating the plight of our children.“

“We wish to extend a hand of gratitude for learners who are beneficiaries in our school and elsewhere.”

To those who pass, in spite of strikes, we say
Well done!
In 1997 teachers took a day off to march in protest against “retrenchment”. Ten years later teachers wanted more pay and took a whole month off work, on strike with all public service workers. This ruined teaching time during June and July. Mid-year tests were written late, hastily or not all. Schools in better areas were able to continue teaching. It was the poor schools that suffered most, the schools where we work, because there, even if a teacher wanted to work, the threats against strike-breaker “scabs” were dauntingly real.  The mob-rule of teachers’ unions was allowed to destroy the finest fruit of education, the very thing for which we fought during apartheid, independence of thought and expression. 
The effects of this tragedy rippled even further.  Because exam results were delayed, many FET students lost a trimester and now must enrol in January.  In the past, universities and other institutions relied on mid-year results to select students.  They may have to establish their own testing methods.

It was, of course, the children who suffered.  Many wrote us letters of disappointment, even distress. Only half our children got mid-year reports and many of these were very late. Those who did write tests were often unprepared, untaught.  We await results in December and hope that scholars will have been able to make up their lost work.

[Answer to question:  why did you fail Maths?   From De Aar]

“I have failed Mathematics.  There are three Grade 8s and we have different teachers.  In May our class was changed to another teacher and the strike started.  Two days after school opened we wrote mid-year exams and the paper was set by three teachers and each teacher put what he thought  . .  so we didn’t know what they know . . that’s my problem.” 
Dozens of schools wrote to apologise, to express their distress and their readiness to work with us.

“Due to the public sector strike that took place in June, the exams were delayed. This drastically affected the issue of progress reports to the learners.  In view of the above, please accept our sincere apologies for the late submission of their reports.  Thanks for your modest understanding.”

“. . national strike action [for] more than 21 days.  After the strike there was a backlog, progress reports have been delayed.  We apologise for the inconvenience and appeal to the trust to consider our needy learners as this delay was not of their making.”
There are many other reasons why exams are failed.  There are language difficulties.  Here, for example, is a letter from the Principal of a Secondary School.
“It is an indellible fact that the strike has negatively influenced the possibility of the process of your requirements in your letter . . The school humble requests that a report of this nature cannot be available until the 2nd of October if circumstances are positive.

The progress of this learner is normal, thus preparing for Grade 10 next year is recommended.”  

Children who rely on radio and TV for entertainment and information inevitably learn the pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary which is used by presenters whose home language is not English.  This can be funny but also tragically reflects what the children hear.            
“Sir Cumstances” [on envelope to us]
Terries Enestecia     trans. Thérèse Anastasia
Alychia                    trans.  Alicia

The new baby, who cried, was called  No-Loud and, with regard to school terms, we were puzzled by

“the first courtor”
 “I bought myself school books, a pair of school shoes and toilet trees. . . ”  [not forestry!]
In one school an examination question was even based on a television programme.
“I have failed English because the question was on Isidingo and I don’t watch that soap opera.   I love English . . .”

Horrifying details of poverty and family break-down are freshly described in the thousands of applications for next year. 1900 new children are on the waiting list.    
. 

“I am fine under the cool breeze.  I hope you are fine too, so without wasting time allow me to get to the point.  I am 15 years old, raised by my grand-parents.  My mother was a domestic worker but now she is not working.  My father died. He killed himself.  I mean he took a rope and hanged himself.  He was not my role model.  I look forward to being a presenter.  O what a beautiful young face that is suffering to achieve her dreams . .”  [Nokubonga wrote a long letter . . .]

Families rely more than ever on granny’s pension or a disability grant (R870/mth) or on a Child Support Grant of R200/mth.   This sum, which is hardly enough to buy a new book, may be a month’s income for a whole family.
“I am an 11 yr old boy doing Grade 8. My mother is a domestic worker and my brother is doing Grade 10 and my sister is doing Grade 6.   My father passt away in 2000.   We have no enogf money to satysfay our needs.  Sometimes we sleep whith out food and come school hangre and I need the money to buy school things.”   
The social problems are still acute. 
 “. . sometimes here at home I feel as if I don’t belong and when my father is drunk I want to go somewhere quiet.  You can’t even tell him that you want to study.  You will make him cry and tell about his life when he was young, that he was not educated and we don’t feel the pain he is feeling.  He will hit you if you continue reading and tell you that you think you are clever . . .”

“The other thing is that my mother gave birth to twins and she doesn’t have enough money to pay someone to look after the kids because she is the only one who is working.   I do not get enough time to study because by the time I come back from school I have to look after the twins . . . “

The “New Matric”
In 2008 the Grade 12 class will write the new Matric.  Life Sciences, such as Biology and Geography, have been revised, Maths and Science up-graded. All subjects are taught on one level and there is no Standard Grade “safety net”.  Students must pass either pure Maths or Maths Literacy in order to pass the “new Matric”.  Most universities will not accept Maths Literacy for entry into Commerce, Science, Health or Engineering. Pure Mathematics is essential. 

Many universities will use the Life Orientation marks when making their final selection – but there are no formal examinations in this subject.
[Adapted from Abbotts College statement, 13 Sept 2007]

Visiting schools was difficult this year – the schools were either on strike or making up for lost time.   We did, however, go to Paarl to present the Mears Merit Award to Nicholas Mentoor - a leader on the Learners’ Representative Council who hopes to study Sports Science when he leaves school.  His home is a back-yard shack – in contrast to the fine buildings of Noorder Paarl Hoërskool set among oak trees before a back-drop of mountains.    

We went on to Masibambane High in a desperately poor shack area in Kraaifontein. No parents come to PTA meetings here – either they are all too tired after long hours of work or, quite simply, there are no parents.   We have learned to check the depth of poverty by looking at the children’s shoes.   One of the scholars here had a bandaged foot – she had scalded it badly but still came to school, walking about 2 Km wearing a slipper over the dressing.

Vuyiseka High is in an area just as poor, Philippi. We presented a Mears Merit Award to Ntsikelelo Dyidi, another bright young man.  To the delight of the school assembly gathered in their hall, we climbed up on to a table so that we could be seen and heard! 
During shack fires in Philippi in October, hundreds of families lost all they possessed. When one girl stopped coming to school altogether, a teacher discovered that she had lost not only her home with all her clothes and books but had lost heart too. The teacher herself made a generous gift through our fund so that uniform, shoes, books and other essentials were replaced.  The mother simply burst into tears of gratitude when she received this unexpected relief!
* * * * * * * *

Because children in townships, rural areas and squatter camps never get a chance to go to libraries or look at bookshops, magazines and books are welcome even if they are secondhand. Thanks go to CAFDA and St Luke’s who have chosen boxes of good books and magazines for us to take when we visit schools.
Poorer schools have limited access to the internet – or none at all.   Encyclopaedias and other reference works are valuable tools for learners preparing projects.  
School costs in 2008

All the schools where we work have been asked to let us know what the children must pay next year and what the money is for.  A few have already replied to say that they are “No Fee” schools but, as we thought, some have sent lists with “School Fund” crossed out and “Development Fund” put in.  We shall not reduce our awards next year.    The cost of living is rising and, whether there are school fees or not, our children still need help chiefly for shoes, uniform, some stationery, transport costs, for outings and sports.

Training staff

CONGRATULATIONS!  Nobathembu Rululu and Debby Chuter went on a Business course run by the University of Stellenbosch and, as a result of hard work, were in the prize-winning group.   

Visitors

It was a pleasure to host Irène and Claude Echard from Solidarité Afrique du Sud, Geneva. They visited two schools – Percy Mdala in Knysna and Imizamo Yethu in George – and were able to meet our staff and trustees at a Board meeting.   Solidarité was originally formed as an anti-apartheid organization and its members have given generous sponsorship to this Fund for the past 15 years. 

Robert Berman – all the Berman family are regular supporters - always visits our office whenever he is in the country, taking great interest in the progress of the work.  

Bronwen Hughes is our regular swallow from UK, alive with enthusiasm for our cause – and for the homeless children of “the Ark”.

Since the first visit of Lynette Croudace to the Fund in 1972, her donations steadily grew and changed the lives of over 1500 children.  She was always worried about the bleak homes which were their background. In 2006 she asked if any, even those living nearby, visited the Grahamstown Arts Festival. A teacher at Amazizi Secondary, near Peddie, arranged for two minibuses to take 20 children to the Festival for the day with enough money for a couple of shows and something to eat – all paid for by Lynette.  She died, after an illness bravely borne, on 5th November, and we shall all miss her sorely.

A great man.

Wally Judge met his heavenly deadline on 11th September.  In spite of illness, he lost neither his smile nor his care for others.  He was a great chairman, with a particular gift of being able to combine financial wisdom with compassion.   The condolences of trustees and staff go to Pam, the star nurse. 
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IT IS STILL ANOTHER WORLD OUT THERE, AMONG THE POOR.   It is easy to be too comfortable at home, and forget. Two UCT students were employed in November to read the details of 1900 new applications and to punch in the new data.   At times these students were reduced to tears by the letters that they read. This is their SMS. 

 “Just to say we signed for everything.  Most importantly, thanks for giving us the opportunity to help out.  Felt like we were contributing to something bigger. Keep up the good work. Tasneem and Peter.” 

[Peter had himself been awarded a bursary for university through the Yvonne Parfitt Trust, with which ASF is closely associated]
This is the month when we remember those who suffer from HIV/Aids.  

”The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light.  They that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.”

“If it wasn’t for you, I don’t know how I would have completed my matric.“

Each year we have about 400 Senior Certificate candidates, learners who had no advantages and did not go to specially good schools.  Quite apart from their academic achievement, they must have a special resilience and spirit to have persevered and passed well in spite of their hardships.   We are proud of them.   
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We are concerned about their future too, particularly if they have been with us for a few years, so we try to help them choose courses of study and training that are both appropriate and available.  Their keen response reflects the lack of guidance at their own schools. They are directed for financial help to ASSET (linked to the S A Institute of Race Relations), to REAP (a Catholic Welfare programme which helps to bridge the gap between school and tertiary study), to Studietrust (mostly for tertiary education, based in Gauteng), to ITEC in East London and other funds.  Many of our scholars qualify for university or technology training.   Some, if they are lucky enough to be accepted, will go nursing. Several may do teacher training because there are better salaries offered by the government for teachers. Many will have FET bursaries for skill training through TECSAT or African Scholars’ Fund especially for financial and business management.
One student helps another – the caring goes “full circle”.  Natasha completed N6 Financial Management in 2006 with the help of TECSAT our partner fund, and was appoi-nted as Accounts Assistant at an Apple Centre Project.  Within a year she was in charge of the accounting function at an IT company.   When they needed staff, she saw an opportunity and asked us to suggest one of our students for the post.  Shamwaaz, who completed the same course a year later than Natasha, was chosen and is doing very well in her new position.      

* * * * *
THANK YOU to Rustenburg Girls’ High School, 
and especially Elizabeth Sole, for the concert given in November by their choir and chamber music group – augmented by Shirley Gie (organ), Jane Theron (harp) and Jaco Cronje (violin).   Proceeds from this and their school carol service support several children at school each year.   
* * * * *

Inyathelo Awards for Philanthropy

Edgar Droste of Johannesburg has been given this   

          prestigious award in his own right as a private 
          donor to many charities, together with

Raymond and Wendy Ackerman of Cape Town and 
          their family who won the award as individuals 
          and as the Ackerman Family Trust.
Congratulations!
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+
The scholars and students, the staff and the trustees wish you a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year. 

“God rest you  . . .
we remember at this time the hungry, the sick, the lonely and those who have no hope . . . for this, of all things, would rejoice His heart of love  . . “
+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+
New applications

To date,  students have been provisionally accepted for bursaries in the first tri/semester of 2008.  There are few applications still to come.

Final exam results will only be available in January next year.  

Follow up:  Out of    students assisted this year,    students are employed on learnerships and contracts in relevant fields of study.  

2 have learnerships at Koega 

1 has learnership at IETISA (Industries Education & Training Institute of SA)

1 works General Motors 

1 employed at Good Year 

2 are working at an Automotive Co.







