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NEWSLETTER – APRIL 2008
“The educational system of a country is the bank on which the nation draws a cheque whenever it requires strong, reliable, skilled workers.  If it goes bankrupt it will be a national disaster.  If the system is over-hauled and lubricated, the next generation will be assured of good leaders and what is more - good followers…” Sri Sathya Sai Baba

A new year, a new Director and exciting new plans lie ahead - plans that will enhance our capacity and service delivery and hugely improve the impact made by ASF –more about this in the near future.

A moment to reflect
Our founder, Dr Margaret Elsworth, has stepped down as Director and it is an opportune time to pay homage to a very courageous, caring and spirited dear lady – to say thank you for giving ASF 30+ years of her life where she guided, cared for and nurtured close to 40000 of our underprivileged youth – to say thank you for initiating and successfully growing an organisation of note, one that we are all proud to be associated with.  To mark our gratitude, Mayor Helen Zille will be hosting a small morning tea party on May 23 for a limited nucleus of guests.
Margaret, we hope you can now allow yourself to enjoy more time with your precious children and grandchildren and that you will allow them to shower you with the love that you have showered upon so many others – God bless.
Our Learners do us proud
This past year saw our high school learners having to cope with teachers’ strikes and the implementation of a new Gr11 curriculum.  Despite these daunting challenges 1966 of the 2438 learners that we supported sent us their final results (at the time of going to print) and we are absolutely thrilled that 98% of them passed their final exams.  23 achieved an “A”, 157 a “B”, 592 a “C” and 771 a “D” pass mark – only 40 of our learners failed!!  At the FET College level we recorded a 90.5% pass mark.  Exceptional achievements!! 
[image: image1.png]


Our work continues

This year we have 2482 high school learners and 81 college students to whom we have awarded bursaries.  More applications are coming in daily – there are some cases where we simply cannot say no (the situations sometimes demand that we pull the proverbial rabbit out of the hat).  We cannot turn a blind eye and be overly concerned about budget constraints – but we can have faith in the generosity of our sponsors, and inevitably our prayers are answered.
What do our Learners say

Philasonde Ndwayana (Gr12) – “I extend my thanks to the ASF as well as my sponsors who believed in me, in my weakness and rejoicing with me in my strengths and achievements….I am more than sure that I will mount up on victorious wings and most probably be a sponsor myself and sow back into your fund in the spirit of giving and helping another generation in need”.
Mothusiotsile Matlhaku ((employed at Kumba Iron Ore) – “I have been helped by ASF so I would like to give back because I can see that some people are not as fortunate as others.  I would also like to contribute positively on other people’s life.  To make a difference in someone’s life, because I care and because I know how it feels when you want to study but you can’t pay school fees or don’t have money for uniform”.
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Beyond our parameters, but not our reach – Thanks to Study Trust
We recently found ourselves faced with a problem when one of our bursars – Lendy Khwatshana who was a learner at Vuyiseka Secondary School (Western Cape) - was forced to relocate to Mpumalanga.  Since the ASF operates within the boundaries of the Western-, Northern-, Eastern Cape and parts of the Free State, we were not in a position to continue being of assistance to this deserving young learner.  A huge thank you goes out to STUDY TRUST who immediately came to our rescue by responding positively to our request that they take over sponsorship of this young learner.

Abbotts College, Anglo American (Tshikululu Social Investment) & ASF join forces
10 of our learners were offered the chance of a lifetime when they were interviewed for a full scholarship to attend Abbotts College.  5 Students entered at Gr10, 2 students at the Gr11 and 3 students at the Gr12 level.
The almost overnight exposure to international cultures and a higher level of education does present its own set of challenges, but even this is being addressed by Abbotts College who appointed a social worker to work specifically with our group of learners.  The ASF continues to make a contribution towards their travelling expenses and will keep an eye on the progress of these young learners.  We wish them every success with their studies.
(   And then there is Kagiso Moikoatlhai    (
Kagiso came to us in 2004 – a young grade 8 learner living with his grandmother.  His consistent hard work and dedication to his studies paid dividends when he was awarded a bursary from the Department of Education for being one of the top 20 previously disadvantaged matric students in 2008.  His excellent results earned him a further R10 000 discount off the cost of his academic fees at UCT.  Well done, Kagiso – we wish you every success in your studies and we are confident that you will successfully complete your BSc degree.
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So many people to thank, so many things to share - let’s put them all together  “In a Nutshell”
Before all else, let us pause to reflect with gratitude on the life of a revered past Chairman of the ASF, Jack Kent who passed away peacefully on 18 Feb 2008.  A part of Jack’s legacy will live on in the ASF and the work it does.
********************

New beginnings were heralded in for Martin (son of ASF Trustee Will Rollo) who got married on 25 January 2008.  We wish you and your new bride much happiness and joy.
********************

Wedding bells also rang merrily on 19 April 2008 when Alex Brooke, a regular donor to the ASF, tied the knot.  Alex & John requested that instead of gifts, their guests make a donation to the ASF – what an absolutely lovely gesture!!  Our most heartfelt gratitude and thanks to the young couple.
********************

Instead of posting her annual donation, Sue Robertson of Scotland surprised us with a personal visit to the office.  She leaves South Africa with memories of a nightmarish yet exhilarating experience of river rafting down the Orange River after being caught in a 3-hour thunderstorm where flashes of lightning caused more tight muscles than battling the mighty Orange.
********************

To our many loyal sponsors (a full list will appear in the Annual Report) we wish to say a HUGE thank you for your ongoing support.  Without your help we could not possibly reach out and make a difference to the many needy learners on our database. “Where there is no vision – where there is no hope, the people will perish”.  Thank you once again for your wonderfully kind generosity and caring.
********************

The Mary Livingstone Essay (2008) competition has been posted off to participating schools.  The topics this year are: “A lion on the path” or “Down by the riverside”.  A special word of thanks goes out to the University of the 3rd Age (Cape Town branch) for their annual contribution towards this project.
********************

We are currently in the process of revamping our Website and hope to launch the new site towards the end of April.  Soon a click through on www.asf.org.za will bring exciting and up to date information.
********************

The ASF takes the bull by the horns
FNB, as a prerequisite to their financial support, required their FET (Further Education & Training) students to receive mentoring and counselling support, with emphasis on their preparation for entry into the workplace.
Rather than engaging outside consultants, who in most instances are not in touch with the realities our learners are faced with on a daily basis, the ASF tasked the extensive expertise available in-house to produce a Student Support Workbook that was used in conjunction with a 3-hour workshop.  These workshops were presented in Port Elizabeth at the Iqhayiya campus and in East London at the John Knox campus.  It was communicated by the colleges that workshops such as these are definitely beneficial and should become the norm rather than being such a rarity.
Responses ranged from “outstanding” to “not enough time” to “it changed my way of thinking” to “amazing that ASF is preparing us for a better tomorrow” to “…talked about all the aspects that are important to us now” to “You give us power to achieve our goals – you make us proud of ourselves and give us opportunities and you raise our strengths”.
Today’s challenges
Gone are the days when we finished Gr12 and had to “simply” decide between (a) further studies or (b) entering the world of work.  This decision now lies with the 14-yr-old Gr9 student: “Do I complete my matric or do I leave school and enter an FET college to focus on obtaining a more practical life skill”?  Are these youngsters emotionally ready to make such a life changing decision?   Are they ready to enter into an environment dominated by older, more mature students?  Are college lecturers prepared for dealing with younger, less mature students?  Time will tell.  Time will tell…..
ASF will continue to observe, advise, guide and nurture our learners to success.  We will engage with the Department of Education and continue to share our findings and put forward suggestions.
A staff member is touched to the very core of her being


Fact:  She is only 12yrs young and is raped in her home in the middle of the night.  Fact: The grandmother takes her away to live with her in order to protect her.  Fact:  Her uncle comes into the room whilst she is asleep and rapes her.  Fact:  This all happens in the space of just 1 month.





She is traumatised, but is determined to complete school and make something of herself:  She writes to say that she is attending a high school where the fees are somewhat higher – will we please support her?  How can we say no – she maintains a positive attitude, is an excellent learner and produces good results.





The ASF covers her fees.  Mpumi (ASF school bursary secretary) quietly takes it upon herself to purchase part of the young girl’s (name withheld) uniform out of her own pocket.  Thank you Mpumi – we are proud of you, proud of the fact that you did it quietly and without the need for accolades.








