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APRIL 2006 NEWSLETTER

A bumper crop!

In 2005 we had 400 candidates writing Senior Certificate. Seven passed with distinction (marks over 80%).  Though all came from poor homes and attended rural or township schools, nearly half passed with endorsement, or matriculation exemption.  4 failed and 11 did not write exams owing to illness or emergency.  These results are surprisingly good.  

As you know, our scholars do not come from posh schools in posh suburbs nor do they come from well-off well-educated families.  Even more interesting, it is clear that our highest symbols are from schools in the Eastern Cape.

Evidently there are schools in the Eastern Cape that produce results which can compare with the best anywhere in the country. 

Evidently it is the will to study and the dedication of the principals and teachers that matter even more than the buildings, books and equipment.

We salute these schools for providing the good foundation of education on which our children can build for the future. 

Our scholars gained “A” aggregates at

Molly Blackburn High, Uitenhage   3 x “A”s

Ebenezer Majombozi, E London    1 x “A”

Funda High, Whittlesea

    1 x “A”

Sophumelela, Cape Town
    1 x “A” 

Zingisa High, Umtata

    1 x “A”

Our scholars gained “B” aggregates at

Alexander Sinton (CT),
   Enoch Mthetho (Noupoort),  Freemantle (Lady Frere)   Heuwelsig (Prieska), Inyibiba (Fort Beaufort) 
   Ithembelihle (PE)

Kama (Middledrift)
   Khumbulani (Kingwmstn)

Masiyile (CT)

   Ncedo (PE)

Ndyebo (PE) **

   Pule Leeuw (Vryburg)

Sakhisizwe (EL)

   Sinovuyo (EL)

Sophumelela (CT) **
   Vela Langa (Whittlesea)

Vuyolwethu (Kimberley)    

Growth . . . and pruning!

There were 2050 new applicants at the end of last year - a 30% increase in workload, an extra 500 forms to scrutinise and reports to check – as well as the FET applications.  The office, already adjusting to the new Access Database, was strained to the limit. Coffee intake soared! Selection was strict and consequently the final numbers for 2006 show a 4% increase. 

So far we have given 2365 school awards and 25 FET bursaries.   

Growth is happening in other ways. The minimum award is R500 but, where costs are higher, we give more. St Boniface, a church school which gets reduced subsidies, in a very poor part of Galeshewe (Kimberley) has to charge  fees of R2500 p.a.  We have increased awards there to R1500 p.a. Similar awards are given for Bylett’s School (Komgha), another church school with weekly boarding for farm children in the area. In Gonubie the secondary school only has classes up to Grade 10 so that learners in Grades 11 and 12 must attend school far from home, either travelling each day or in private boarding. They need extra money.   

We encourage enrolment in Saturday or Winter School and are happy to give extra money for such courses if this will help them to improve their work - particularly in Maths and Science.  

From Aaron, Gr 11 Pule Leeuw, Vryburg

I would like to say Hello and thank you to everyone, including the sponsors.  You might think that you assist me financially only but to tell you the truth you are also responsible for my performance at school.  You make me think of my future (a positive one) every night when I go to bed and every morning when I go to school and for that I just do not know how to thank you.
Our database is now installed.  John Newmarch has brought new order to our multifaceted information system. 
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Informal contacts with the Government have been fostered. The National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) has re-affirmed that their loans are for tertiary study only and will not be available for FET students.  There is no sign of any financial aid for FET students from the government.  We are concerned about those in the Eastern Cape - the area where most of our work happens!

The Board of trustees has, therefore, amended the Trust Deed 

to extend the service of the fund.

Bursaries can now be awarded to FET college students up to N6 (equivalent to two years post-Senior Certificate) in trade, secretarial and other skills for which university training is not required.

The area served has been extended to include the Free State - some college practicals are hosted in Bloemfontein.

**********

Here is

another step in the right direction!

The Minister has declared that 450 Primary Schools in the poorest areas will no longer charge school fees but will be given extra money for running costs and that this will be extended to selected High Schools in 2007. This will greatly relieve the plight of many who struggle for education.  The worry about “school fees” is well expressed in the following letter from Andile:

“ . . my money has arrived safely. . .  When I received that money my joy was In explicable because I knew that my school fees are paid.  When I told my mother about the one and only African Scholars’ Fund she felt extectic because I had paid my school fees and now she is relieved because she can pay for my young brother and sister which is not that expensive.”  

Apologies are due . .  the website address given in the last newsletter is incorrect!   It is

www.asf.org.za
Creating a web-site was another sharp learning curve requiring IT skills which some of us do not have.   Dido, Bee and Gavin – thank you for direction, remarkable ideas, for innovative art-work and, most of all, for your patience.   Mike of Milltech has facilitated the hosting, and Sally has finally got it going.   Now we hope that Sally will teach us how to bring it up to date.

FirstRand FNB Fund presented a further R120 000 for the 240 learners in the Eastern Cape sponsored in 2005  who had such fine results.   Kevin Chaplin, Provincial Manager FNB, said that South Africa could be proud of the people who made their ideas happen even at consi-derable personal cost. Tanya Olsen (Rondebosch FNB) and Cameron Dugmore (MEC W.Cape) were present.

********

Each letter from a learner is another link across our variegated society.  The unusual grammar and spelling may enrich the meaning. 

I am thanking you with a doubtless heart for supporting me and other learners.  I have received the money at the right time when I was running out of my school shirt and jersey, but I am now writing this letter wearing new ones.   Thank you.

Happy to have you by my side, it’s a blessing.

From Yanga, in Molteno

 “In the name of the Lord I thank you . . I hope you will assist me to be the cantilever of my family one day.   You people deserve the best”. 

Stephen, Grade 11, likes Maths and Science.

Each one has and all have had letters about their results and their plans for this year. 

Primary School fees

We also know that, even with school fund charges dropped, there will still be expenses not least of which are shoes, decent uniform, and the extras that are always needed for school.    

To receive a properly addressed and stamped personal letter means so much.

Much has happened since November.  

Ntombizandile writes from Healdtown

“I want to make some promises to make you happier than before.  I promise I will not waste my time.  I will study very hhard to ake my symbol great and to be something in life.   I already started to do some extra work to improve my marks.  I also read magazines, newspaper and even history books like LONG WALK TO FREEDOM by Dr R N Mandela to improve my English.   The reason why I say I also read history books, I am not a historic, I am a mathematician.   . . .

from Noncedo, in Khayelitsha

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the administrators of the fund, the most dedicated people or team involved and the most of all the umbrella of the fund . . . for this admirable moment of my life.   I did receive the money and from that moment on I could not breathe or speak.  I just lost my words.  My mother is still singing and praises to God for this wonderful blessings.   . .  my mother is growing from strength to strength . . keep up the good work of awarding me and those who truly deserve it.  I really appreciate what you are doing . . “  

She bought crayons, koki, calculator, books, dictionary, scissors, pens, tepecks.  A skirt, tracksuit, white shirt, white socks, school bag, tai, Jessey.

Past bursars

Cynthia writes from Dysseldorp

“Anything worth having is worth working hard for . .”







